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Cannint Minister Hardeep Singh Puri :   

                ”It’s not a vanity project, new Parliament for posterity” 

   
Hardeep Singh Puri    

Union Minister for Civil Aviation  

Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs 

The Supreme Court clearance on 05.01.2021 to the new Parliament building and the Central Vista 

redevelopment project is a win for the government’s effort to remodel central Delhi. Soon after the 

judgment, Union Urban Affairs Minister and distinguished alumnus Hardeep Singh Puri told TOI’s 

Dipak Dash that the project was necessity Excerpts:  

The Supreme Court has given a green signal for the project. Is it a big relief for the 

government?  

This is very major step. A point often forgotten is that we are a 7,000-year-old civilization and our 

history as a Republic is a very small part. We were subjected to foreign invasion. Today we have a 

Parliament building which is 93 years’ old. It was never designed to be the legislature (bicameral 

chambers) of an independent country. When the current building was constructed, it was not the 

mindset of the colonial power to grant India independence. That came much later: Many countries 

which became independent, some within 20-25 years, and some after a few more years, constructed 

their Parliament building. But there is something more. Now a democratically elected government of 

independent India is constructing the temple of democracy for posterity, for the next 200 – 250 years. 

There was a global competition for design and best shortlisted companies participated in the bidding 

process. We followed due process and intend completing it by the winter session of Parliament in 

2022.  

So, it was long overdue?  

The significance lies partly in a demand which has been around for a long time and now somebody 

has got the ability and political bandwidth to complete it. To say that it’s a vanity project it not right, it’s 

a posterity project. Vanity is coming from those who don’t understand it. Now the same people are 

opposing who once talked about the need for a new Parliament. To give an example, a sitting MP 

from a particular party, which was the ruling party, had given an interview to a newspaper in 2012 

saying there was a need for a new Parliament and the current one is inadequate. The deterioration of 

the building is problematic. Today the building lies in seismic zone IV. Surely a responsible 

government can’t wait till it goes wrong.  

Will you take the matter to the Heritage committee?  
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Of course, so far as heritage and green cover, I have always maintained that as Minister of this 

Department, we will follow and go strictly by the rule book. I have gone through the 600-plus page 

judgment. The judges have made some suggestions and we welcome them like making the smog 

tower an integral part of the building and also asking the environment ministry to make these as built-

in provisions for the large projects.  

How do you respond to questions raised on the timing of the project especially when we are 

battling a pandemic?  

This is a project they (earlier government) initiated in 2012. When we started working on this project, 

we did not anticipate the pandemic. But what is the suggestion over the timing – should we shelve it 

for the next 4-5 years? We have an outflow of nearly Rs 1,000 crore annually on rentals. The good 

thing about pandemic is we have got the vaccine done – Atmanirbhar and Made in India vaccine. 

They are questioning that also.        

The Times of India  06.01.2021  adapted  
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DU Debater 1970 – India Ambassador –Union Minister 2017   

 

http://www.alumni.du.ac.in/
http://alumni.du.ac.in/ezine5/content/3%20Pic%20This/2%20Eminent%20Leaders/pT%20EPP%20003%20Hardeep%20Singh%20Puri.pdf

	Cannint Minister Hardeep Singh Puri :
	”It’s not a vanity project, new Parliament for posterity”
	New Parliament Of India

